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HONORING THE LIFE OF GENE
HECKMAN

HON. JIM BANKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 22, 2021

Mr. BANKS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Mr. Gene Heckman of Colum-
bia City, Indiana. Gene was a beloved mem-
ber of his community whose work shaped the
lives of generations who call northeast Indiana
home.

Gene entered the U.S. Air Force upon grad-
uating high school in 1957, marking the begin-
ning of a life of service. Upon being honorably
discharged in 1963, Gene returned to civilian
life. He married his sweetheart, Karen Rose,
and together made the Tri-Lakes community
their home.

In 1971, Gene was elected a trustee of
Thorncreek Township. Additionally, Gene
oversaw the township’s public services; served
on the Whitley County School Board; helped
found the Tri-Lakes Baptist Church; was a
member of Gideons International; served as
president of the National Solid Waste Associa-
tion Council and was a member of the Colum-
bia City Rotary Club.

Gene’s dedication to his community earned
him the opportunity to meet several notable
public figures, including President George W.
Bush, Vice President Dan Quayle, Senator
Richard Lugar, and Governor Otis Bowen.
Separately, Gene operated his own sanitation
business before selling it in 1991.

This is a testament to Gene’s peerless de-
votion to service for which his community, and
our country, is grateful. Though he is no
longer with us, Gene’s spirit endures in the
hearts and minds of all those he touched.

——————
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Mr. SMUCKER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of Harold Keller of
Mount Joy, who recently passed away.

Harold will be remembered for his life of
service and building a stronger community in
Mount Joy. He was a proud Rotarian, serving
as President of the Mount Joy Rotary Club.
He additionally served as a member of the
Mount Joy Borough Council and Mount Joy
Chamber of Commerce. Harold and his wife
Helen were known as Mr. & Mrs. Santa in
Mount Joy, bringing happiness to children and
residents for over 35 years. Harold generously
supported charitable organizations across the
community and supported those in need, for
instance, donating food to those impacted by
Hurricane Agnes while his own home was
flooded.

Harold pursued his professional dream of
becoming an auctioneer, opening Keller Auc-
tions in 1960, which is now in its third genera-
tion. Harold served during many benefit auc-
tions to support community organizations
across the region and in 2012, was inducted
into the Pennsylvania Auctioneers Hall of
Fame.
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Harold enjoyed every moment with his fam-
ily, and we offer prayers of comfort for those
who grieve his passing. Harold is survived by
his loving family, including Helen, his wife of
68 years, their eight children, nineteen grand-
children, and 28 great-grandchildren.

———
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ADES OF PUBLIC SERVICE
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Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of William “Bill” Wagner, a
dedicated public health servant in my home-
town of Louisville, Kentucky, who will soon re-
tire after more than four decades of selfless
work for our community.

For the last 40 years, Bill has helped lead
Family Health Centers, a federally qualified
health center that has grown in size and
scope to become one of the largest non-profits
in our area, providing health care to more than
45,000 individuals annually. Serving as Family
Health Centers’ CEO since 1998 and as As-
sistant Director for 17 years prior to that, Bill
oversaw the growth of their brick-and-mortar
footprint in our area, expanding the number of
health center locations in our region. He also
helped oversee their tremendous growth in
services provided, in patients served, and cer-
tainly in the rise of positive health outcomes
for the countless Louisvillians that walked
through their doors seeking care.

During consideration and the subsequent
implementation of the Affordable Care Act, Bill
was at the forefront, advocating for increasing
access to care while using his voice and pas-
sion for those often unheard. As we worked to
expand services across our city, it was Bill's
guidance | sought out in order to be sure that
we could do the most good possible for the
most people. And so, it was no surprise when
we saw our uninsured rate plummet as people
began receiving the free preventive and other
health services now available to them—just
like Bill said they would if we’'d just work to-
gether to make it happen. Along the way, he
and his staff never hesitated to go above and
beyond what was needed to make sure that
our community was well-served, that people
received the quality care they needed, and
that everyone he crossed paths with knew that
Family Health Centers was there and ready to
help.

Bill had previously announced his plan to re-
tire in early 2020, but as the COVID-19 pan-
demic reached our borders and began to
spread, he put Louisville families first and
stayed at the helm of this critical public health
organization in order to help lead us through
this public health crisis. Bill’'s tremendous
knowledge on public health matters, his early
efforts to help ramp up testing in the commu-
nities he serves, and in his continued focus to
this day on making sure that vaccines are
available and accessible in every neighbor-
hood in our city—especially those that are so
often overlooked or underserved—has been
invaluable.

Reflecting on his upcoming retirement, Bill
said, “I've been guided by the belief that
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health care is a right not a privilege. We have
a long way to go to achieve this goal in our
community, but we have made significant
strides over the decades.”

I’'m proud to share that belief, but I'm even
more proud to say that those strides would not
have been possible without Bill's selfless dedi-
cation to his profession, his wealth of knowl-
edge in the public health field, and his
unyielding commitment to improving the lives
of our fellow Louisvillians.

Bill has not only improved lives, but has
saved them and left a lasting mark on our city,
our commonwealth, and this great Nation. |
wish him nothin but the very best in retirement
and look forward to seeing him soon. Con-
gratulations and thanks for a job well done,
my friend.

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF JOSH
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Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to celebrate the life of high school
senior Josh Lucas who passed away Sunday,
May 16. He was an admirable young man with
a bright future, and | join countless members
of the Tuscaloosa community in mourning his
loss.

Josh was a senior at Northside High School
meant to graduate on Friday, May 21. He was
a football player and enlisted in the Alabama
National Guard and intended to pursue a ca-
reer in the military following graduation. He
was known as a hard worker, loyal friend, and
a diligent athlete.

| join Josh’s friends, family, fellow guards-
men, and teammates in mourning his loss. |
can say with certainty Josh would have had
an outstanding career in the military. | offer my
most sincere condolences to those who had
the opportunity to know and love Josh and
continue to keep them in my prayers.

——
HONORING CHIEF SPECIAL WAR-
FARE OPERATOR (SEAL)
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Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of U.S. Navy Chief Spe-
cial Warfare Operator Zackary Miller, a highly
decorated Navy SEAL, who was taken far too
early by cancer at the age of 39. He died on
June 4, 2021 in Virginia Beach, Virginia with
his family, closest loved ones, and teammates
by his side. He was an American hero who
dedicated his life in service of our country.

Zack grew up in Columbus, Georgia and
Mobile, Alabama. In 2000, he graduated from
McGill-Toolen Catholic High School where he
played baseball, basketball, and was captain
of the football team. Zack received a scholar-
ship to play football at Millsaps College in
Jackson, Mississippi before transferring to the
University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa. He grad-
uated in 2004 with a bachelor's degree in po-
litical science.
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